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The Cat Who 


Went to Heaven 


Elizabeth Coatsworth 


‘An exquisite story, beautifully produced, as much 
a book for adults as for children. I shall urge ail 
cat-minded people to buy it.’ MICHAEL JOSEPH. 
Illustrated by JOAN KIDDELL MONROE in colour- 
lithography. 7s. 6d. net 


Coconut Island 
Robert Gibbings 


‘A new edition of a much-loved twelve-year-old work. Mr. Gibbings 
matches his narrative with the most satisfying pictures.’ The Times 
Lit. Supp. With 80 wood engravings by the author. 8s. 6d. net 
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The New Books 


ARDIZZONE, E. Tim to the rescue. Illus. by the 
author. 48 pp. 104 « 7%. Boards. Oxford 8/6 

Tim goes to sea with his old friend Captain McFee and 
meets Ginger who is something of a ‘tough’ but with good ir 
him, which in due course comes out. Tim distinguishes hin 
self by rescuing Ginger and the ship’s cat in a great storn 
and all ends happily. 

The storm gives Mr. Ardizzone opportunities for some 
of his very virile pictures. The book is smaller than its fore 
runners but has not suffered through the reduction in size. The 
story fits the pictures, or vice versa, and Tim to the Rescue will 
find its place among the best of the year’s picture books. 

HJI.B.W 


ATKINSON, M. E. The Thirteenth Adventure. 
Illus. by C. Hough. 244 pp. 8 Sh. 
Bodlev Head 


| must admit to having lost count oft the adventures ot the 
Locketts and this one seems to be much ado about nothing. Mh 
ind Mrs. Lockett return from India but the anticipated plea 
sure is spoilt. Oliver contracts diphtheria and the others a 


A 


sent away to Aunt Lavinia’s cottage where Caspar joins ther 


Fenella and Bill make an unconvincing plot to annoy Caspa 
Bill also becomes involved in a burglary and saves Caspar fro 
dre wning sO th if in the end these tw enemies becor frien 
Ih vuthe seems to have no I irl letined post 
1 tl sult is no m nspiring than st of the 
Lockett books. “The atmosphere is hazy and unreal t] 
scue and its attendant circumstances generate a momet 
spark of life and excitement. The writing also displ: 
ne irritating mannerisms though ther not quite so n 
rerences to prey ious bor ks as usual. B it an ithor who | 
vritten thirteen books ought surely to have mastered the 


letting her characters speak for themselves instead of havi 
to point out every detail of their personalities. 
E.R.W 
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imagination fails or threatens to become too terrifyingly rea! 
Miss Bott’s botany is a little abstruse for the general reade 
but its rather fantastic and other-worldly quality falls easily 
into line with the children’s imaginary life, with Ingri’s storie 
and with Paul Bunyan’s country. The actual adventure ha 
he merit of being easily possible and individual and commun: 
reactions are well followed and developed. 


E.R.W 


BROWN, P. Blue Door Venture. Illus. by N. 


DE 


Whittaker. 224 pp. 8 « 53. Nelson . 7/6 
When Lucky, the temporary business manager, abscond 
with the season’s takings, the Blue Door Theatre Company is 


obliged to close down. ‘The police are unsuccessful in thei 
efforts to trace the thief, so naturally the company feel the: 
can do better. ‘They decide that the boys shall seek Lucky i 


London and the girls shall find work and support their brothers 
by their earnings. Lyn, Sandra and Vicky go to Cornwall 
where, by incredible good fortune, they are all given jobs help 
ing the County Drama Organiser to train her amateur groups 
They discover a girl with promising talent and help to set he 
on the right road to develop it. Fortunately more of the sto: 

h these adventures than with the search for Lucky 
which is a weary aftair. His eventual capture and the recover 

of the money intact is a very theatrical business and the lon 
arm of coincidence is exceptionally elongated to bring it about 


deals wit 


The author is at her best writing about theatrical pri 
duction and life and her excursion into the field of crime an 
adventure is not likely to enhance her reputation. 

E.R.W 


SELINCOURT, A. The Raven's nest. Illus. 
by G. De Selincourt. 263 pp. 74 S. 
Routledge , ; , . Sf 


Four children spend a holiday exploring a Devonshire rive 
in their boat ‘Tern.’ They hear of a box of treasure hidde: 
by smugglers. Each of the children, loth to let the others sus 
pect his interest in the matter searches independently. Eliza 
beth, more interested in birds than treasure, meets a shipwright’: 
apprentice, Peter, who is also interested in birds. Peter and 
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rea! the four fall foul of three other youngsters. Also i: 
eade the treasure hunt is a sinister seeming man named | 
easil\ descendant of the smugglers. 
a This is a well-written story with a firm basis , 
ta and camping activities, but it is a little difficult to k e 
nuns various threads in mind. 
.R.W 
ELLIOTT, G. Where the leopard passes. Illus 
aT by S. Hawkins. 133 pp. 8% F 
//0 5 : 
Routledge ' ; ; 0 
cond “ , 
: Where the leopard passes 
gp ts Phere also will Kalulu go ” 
thei: rere also wi alulu go 
they is an old African saying quoted at the beginning of 
ky it tion of traditional native tales and the reader is 
others amused to find what an important part Kalulu, the 1 
nwall among the jungle animals and how by his skill and ) 
help so often outwits the larger and more powerful creat 
roups the elephant and the leopard. ‘There is originality 
et he humour in these lively stories of the rivalries, frien 
stol interplay of interest of the jungle inhabitants. The 
Lucky represented as one large family where the smaller cré 
over learned to hold their own by superior wit and agility 
> lone of the tales there is symbolic suggestion of the native 
about to and understanding of the more terrifying animals 
lL pre ideas on how they may be outwitted. The illustrations 
aon the spirit of the stories and the book may be recom: 
bed-time reading. 
RW 
GRENFELL, R. Nelson the sailor. Illus. 235 
i : 
pp. 84 < 54. Faber. ; 6 
8 /¢ The average young reader’s idea of Nelson is fo1 
the story of the telescope to the blind eye and the famo 
> rive land expects’ signal, and perhaps this is as well. F 
ridder Grenfell’s biography the young hero-worshipper w 
rs Sus that his hero was not all he had thought. He was, 
Eliza seem, a poor strategist, was given to disobeying his 
right s officers’ orders, had no moral scruples in respect to his 
r anc was able to prove his brilliance as a fighter and as a n 
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through the aid of a great deal of luck. But for that luck tl 
Battle of the Nile might never have been fought at all. On tl 
other hand the young reader will learn that Nelson, thoug 
strict, had the welfare of his men very much at heart and w 
worshipped by them. Perhaps the book is best suited to tl 
voung fellows who are passing the hero-worshipping stage ar 
are bringing a more critical mind to bear on things and person 


H.J.B.\ 

HoGBen, L. From Cave Painting to Comi 
Strrp. Illus. 287 pp. Parrish. . = 
Professor Hogben is a remarkable writer. Science f 


the Citizen and Mathematics for the Million were mo 
valiant attempts to attack one of the pressing problems of o 
time, that of making an exposition of difficult material whi 
should be at once scholarly and popular; and these books ws 
deservedly successful. His Dangerous Thoughts were vig: 
ous and provocative, and as he never wrapped up his prejudice 
even his intolerances made lively reading. 

Now follows this book on the theme of human commun 
cation through pictures, using that word in its widest sens 
In a disarmingly written foreword, Professor Hogben inclines 
to claim as his share in it little more than the providing of 
commentary on 200 odd illustrations selected by Marie Ne 
rath of the Isotype Institute. He is, of course, too modest. Hi 
treatment of a subject made, like this, to order, constitutes 
the sweep of its knowledge and in its imaginative force som: 
thing far beyond the range of an agreeable essay. From tl 
earliest traces of man, theré are passed in review his develo) 
ment of writing, of the calendar, of printing, map-making, a 
vertisement, scientific diagrams, and his approach to an inte 
national picture language. On all these and other topics the: 
is a wealth of curious knowledge, displayed not least in thos 
side-lines which the author leaves reluctantly to return to h 
main theme; and if the book had no more to its credit than a 
this and its illustrations, beautifully chosen and reproduced 
they are, it would be a remarkable achievement. 

However, for many readers, the interest in the argumer: 
will be shared by that roused by the opinions, highly person 
and sometimes tendentious enough, which Professor Hogbe: 
loses no chance of expressing. His views on education, and o 
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the future of civilisation, as well as the absorbing chapter on th 
American con and its implications, should be: read and re 
read, for if at times his opini seem deliberately wrong-headed 
they can never be ignored. 


This book is precisely the kind of work which is likely to 
be of greatest value in meeting the demands for wider and mot 
intelligent reading among the VIth Forms. 


=>. i 
LAWSON, R. Robbut the Rabbit. Illus. by the 
author. 94 pp. 93 x 63. Cloth back 
Heinemann 8/6 


Robbut’s experiments with new tails to replace his own 
‘little old tuft of cotton’ met with nothing but disaster and he 
was driven at last to agree with the little old man whose magic 
made the changes possible that his own tail ‘looks alright...fo 
1 rabbit.’ Mr. Lawson’s humour is of a down-right sort both 
in story and pictures and no reader of 8 to 10 will fail to enjoy 
this book. A little editing of the American vernacular would 
have been an advantage. 

HJ.BW 


Oxford Junior Encyclopedia, Vol. 2; Natural 
History. Illus. 486 pp. 10 74. Oxford 30/- 


The Universe, in Vol. 3 and Mankind in Vol. 1 ot this 
excellent work are now followed by the animals and _ plants 
which share this planet with man. Emphasis is laid on the wa 
of life and behaviour. “The numerous illustrations are, in th 
main, of a high standard and this new volume reinforces ou 
opinion that the Oxford Junior Encyclopedia will take its place 
as the one essential work of this nature in Secondary Schools. 

H.J.BW 


PARDOE, M. Bunkle baffles them. Illus. by ] 
Nield. 228 pp. 73 5. Routledge —, 7/6 
Jean and Dick Fraser, who will be well known to Bunkl 
fans, turn their house on Mora Island into an hotel and are 
all set up for a successful season when chicken-pox deprives 


them of their helpers. They turn for assistance to their friends 








PAGE 180 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





the de Salis family. The elders have qualms but Bunkle, as- 
sisted by Belinda, successfully engineers matters so that the 
whole tamily go to Mora Island. Naturally, though he too 
helps with the daily work, Bunkle has some spare time which 


he employs tully in practical jokes and elucidating the mystery 


ot the bird watcher guests who obviously know little about 
birds and care less. It is true that Bunkle has the assistance 
of a friend who has an auto-gyro but this is only once called 
into action and one feels that even without it the resourceful 
Bunkle would still have carried out his schemes successfully. 
[here is no doubt that Bunkle is a real person to his 
author and his doings, though sometimes just mischievous, are 
the outcome of the spontaneous impulses of a lively and intelli- 


gent boy. [he mystery too is neither sinister nor unreal and 
Bunkle’s unravelling of it is the result of commonsense and 
observation rather than of any preternatural acumen. 

E.R.W 


SANDERS, R NI Swan of Denmark. Illus. by 


A. Walford. 232 pp. 8 < 5. Heinemann. 8/6 


This lite of Hans Andersen is a well-drawn and sym- 
pathetic study of one of the oddest and most lovable figures in 
literature. Hans’ childlike vanity and certainty of his own 
ultimate greatness evoke gentle amusement but no irritation or 
contempt. He is pure peasant and understandable as such. His 
belief in his high destiny is based on his mother’s superstitious 
faith in the wise woman’s prophecy and his dying father’s wish 
that the boy should be allowed to follow his own desires. The 
contagious nature of Hans’ enthusiasm and his belief in himselt 
is clearly demonstrated by the help he received. ‘That he should 
for so long mistake the nature of his genius only makes his 
persistence the more remarkable. His fortitude in the face of 
hardship and privation, his stubborn efforts to correct his ignor- 
ance, his eternal faith in the intrinsic goodness of his fellowmen, 
his naive joy and pride in his slightest success...all these are the 
attributes of a simple child of nature. Such was Hans Ander- 
sen and such this biography portrays him—with a smile for his 
foibles and sincere appreciation of the character from which 
his world famous stories inevitably grew. ‘This book could be 
recommended without reserve but for one revolting incident 
which it is hoped the publishers will delete from any second 
printing. 
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Hans and his fellow students are taken to witness an exe 
tion which is described here with circumstantial and horritying 
detail. The climax is reached when a child is made to drink 
a cup of the warm blood of one of the beheaded victims as a 
cure for fits. The sight haunted Hans for days and so, | 
sure, will the reading of it haunt any young readei And it 


must be remembered that only the more sensitive child is likely 


to be attracted by the book 


E.R.W 

SEVERN, D. Treasure for Three. Illus. by ] 

Kiddell-Monroe. 212 pp. 73 5. Bodley 

Head ) 7/6 

The three Warner children try to earn money to bu 

ill-used horse but their efforts are not very successful. Phe 

final idea is to clean up a derelict cottage and make it attractive 

to a house-hunting couple whose gratitude they expect to take 


tangible form. ‘This plan miscarries and though they accident 

ally find treasure it is not theirs and they do not seem to prof 

by it. But the horse is rescued by other means and all ends 
happily. 


There is not much substance in the story but the incidents 
do not strain credulity and the Warner children are real enough 
though the adult figures and the impeccable Benjamin are less 
convincing. The book is in fact of average quality not 
so good as we expect trom this author. 


THARP, L. H. Company of adventurers. Illus 


by C. B. Wilson. 237 pp. 8 & 54. Harrap 8/6 
The history of the Hudson Bay Company from its 
ginnings in 1670 to the present day could provide material to 
several books. Miss Tharp has attempted here an impossible 
feat of compression and the result is confusion. It is a pity 
for obviously she knows her subject and buttresses her story 
with interesting extracts from original diaries. But she seems 
uncertain of the age of reader to whom she hopes to appeal and 


the mass of detail introduced obscures the main current of the 


L 1 
story and overlays the truly heroic to such an extent that the 
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[REASE, G. The Secret Fiord. Illus. by H. M 
Brock. 252 pp. 7% & 5. Macmillan . 8/6 


> 


A stirring tale for boys and girls of 13-15. Set in the 
North of England in the Middle Ages, it deals with the ad- 
ventures of a boy and girl (twins of 15 or so) who escape from 
the plotting of their wicked uncle to find their father in Nor- 
way. There is an exciting sea-fight on the voyage out with 
some members of the Hanseatic League ; there are delightful 
touches of humour in the description of a Mystery Play in a 
Yorkshire town and a well-handled situation near the end, 
where the father, wandering among the mists and mountains 
of Norway, is mistaken for a Troll King by the superstitious 
soldiers of the League and saves his children in a moment of 
grim peril. 


The dialogue among the young people seems at times 
rather modern for a historical setting but it certainly adds live 
liness to the story. The author has taken Pains to capture the 


orrect atmosphere ind setting for the tale. 


M. E. Ellis 


Watson, J. Hoggie Illus. by Joan Kiddell 
Monroe 179 pp 51 53 Hollis & 


Carter 8/6 
There have been so s f 
VIS¢ that h t Ww ld Ss 0 r ] Ss Yet 
inoth pig st with a lk | Oo which has s | 
esh and « he ] g e 
| | 
vine mgt 
Hy . ] 
greed He is brig] n | I | 11S 
kind n s 1 l n 
} | 1 
though | ‘ e 
g © ] 7 } 
Is storv. so he lives on the tarn nd pit S O st the 
wily Fox, who onstantly tries pture hin » tine nanne 
f Brer Fox afte1 Bre R ibbit. But Hoge emains tree, and 
he also remains a pig, tor to the end his creed prevents his 


return to Fairyland. Hoggie’s adventures are interspersed with 
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doggerel in which Hoggie sings of his deeds; but his ‘‘Hums 
lack the charm and skill of “ Pooh,” who seems to have ir 
spired them. 

D. D. Chil 


WHI ELLER, () Fred: rie Chopin, fon of Poland. 
Early years. Mlus. by F. Price. 156 pp. 


9% << 7§. Faber. |. ,- ae 


his Pp yleasantly romanticised story of Chopin’s boyhood an 
‘lescence comes aptly in the Centenary year of the con 


poser’s death. Wisely, it ends with his adolescence, showing 


young 
is an affectionate, high-spirited, jovial youth, 
joking, like Mozart. Although it is so ol 
ccount, it draws unobtrusively on well-known f: 
ns respect ts half-dozen musical examples 
for young hand Whether it will attract the 
indeed, any but the avidly musical child-re 
meet the musical biography tl 
however, guarantees outward and ir 
ractiveness, and Christine Price’s pen-and-in} 


umusingly vigorous and bucolic. 


The Su 185 Family Robinson 

( Walter Hodge }?7 pp 
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illustrations. t i I of the bes 
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Barbara Leonie Picard 


Illustrated by 
PHILIP GOUGH 


These stories for older children have an imaginative 
quality that is rarely found, and to the echo of 
legendary tales they add the fresh virtue of original- 
ity. Recognition of the author’s exceptional abilities 
has been afforded in broadcasts from the B.B.C. 
Children’s Hour, and illustrations from this book 
were among those recently on display at the Times 
Bookshop exhibition of original illustrations for 
children’s books. 
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